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MESSAGE FROM
THE BOARD OF THE JTI

The Board of the Judicial Training Institute, (LT is really
delighted that this maiden edition of the LT newsletter
“THE JUDICIARY™ has seen the light of day i this jubilee
year of the country”s independence anniversary,

We of the Board therefore take this opportunity to
congratulate the Editorial Committee for ensuring that this
Mewsletter has become a reality, We hope that future and
subsequent publications will be sustained by the combined
eftorts of'all of us.

The Board will also like to take this opportunity to pay
tribute to the memory of the late Honourable Chief Justice
George Kingsley Acquah for his invaluable serviees and
support to the JT1 during his tenure as Chief Justice, We also
welcome Honourable Lady Chiel Justice Georgina
Theodora Wood into office as the first female Chief Justice
of Ghana. We assure her of our support and dedicated
service tothe JTL. We wish her well as the Chief Justice. It is
our vision that the J.T.] will be recognized as one of' the best
judicial education institutes in English speaking West Africa
and as a centre of excellence in judicial education, training
and development. At the moment, the Beoard of the 1.T.1 has
ensured that the institute is well positioned 1o achieve its

vision by execculing its core mandate, which can b
summarized bricfly as “lo provide continuous supply of
competent human resources in the Judicial Service as
well as other allied bodies und institutions which are
concerned with the administration and delivery of justice
in Ghana, through the sustained Judicial Education,
training and development of judges and their supporting
staflwhich will promote the efficient delivery of justice in
the country.

Continuous judicial training has become very critical and
important for the Ghanaian judiciary, which is desirous of
maintaining and protecting the sanctity of the rule of law,
safeguarding the integrity of the justice system and, in
that process., advancing the rule of Taw,

This is the task that the LT.1 has set itsell, and it is our hope
that in [uture editions of this newsletter concerted efforts
will be made to reach out to the target audience, judges,
magistrates and the supporting stall.

We therefore encourage everyone to participate in this
bold initiative by contributing knowledgeable and well
researched papers for publication in subsequent editions
of this newsletter, We also hope that you will give us
leedback on how we can sustain this phenomenon and
Improve upon it. \
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judicial education, Tt was his vision of improving
judicial education in Ghana which brought about the
transformation of the Institute for Continuing Judicial
Education {ICILEY into the Judicial Treaining Institute, a
division of the Judicial Service led by a full-time
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Judicial Service, The Chiel Justice was highly mvolved i the activitics of the JTI
from ils inception, al one tme serving g8 the Chairmam of the Board. He also
oversaw the internal reorganization of the ITL, including the reconstitution of the

Baoard and the appointment ol additional members w JTTCommiliees.
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The Chief Justice worked tirelessly 1o build the capacity of the
JTI and assisted the Institute in all of its activities. He also
commenced the construction of the new Judicial Training Centre
and devoted his efforts to securing funding for the structure. The
Chief Justice was also present at most fraincourses, lending his
expertise and showing his support. He frequently delivered
lectures at training programmes and travelled throughout Ghana
to do so. In addition, the Chief Justice was very active in the
selection of topics for training, often met with faculty members
to develop syllabi and wag always available to discuss training
and education.

The Chief Justice led several specialized education initiatives.
He was responsible for the Carger Magistrates training

programme, a lwo-year programme to prepare non-lawyers for the
Bench. In November 2005, the Chief Justice held the first ever
Ecowas Conference which educated Chief Justices from across
Ecowas on the jurisdiction of the Ecowas Court of Justice, As well,
the Chief Justice led a team of Commercial Court Judges on an
international tour for the purpose of educating them on international
best practices. Lastly, the Chief Justice initiated an extension of JTI
training to other Common Law Anglophone West A frican Countries,

The JTT would not be what it is today had it not been for the efforts
and commitment of the late Chief Justice. He will be greatly missed
by those who were fortunate enough to work with him and benefit
from his vision and dedication,

MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR

It gives me great joy and a sense of fulfilment to present yvou all
with the maiden edition and first ever publication of the Judicial
Training Institute.

Our newsletter “The Judiclary™ is an informative and
educational publication put together by a very dedicated team
who through intensive research and collaborative efforts from
various pariners has sought to present our august readership with
an insight into what goes on at the JT] and our relevance to the
judicial environment of Ghana.

Our vision and mission at the institute state that the JTI is
commilted to ensuring a high standard of judicial performance
through the education of members of the Judicial Service. At the
ingtitute we believe in hard work and dedicated work to achieve
the terms of our mandate and we are committed to achieving our
objectives. Please read in our maiden edition an in-depth
interview with our new Lady Chief Justice as we also pay tribute
to the Late Chief Justice who played a significant role in the
establishment of the Judicial Training Institute. Other highlights
to look out for in this 1ssue are the features on ADR, the treatment
of juveniles in the justice system and international study
programmes. There is also a column on new acts and repeals
which will keep you updated on recent developments in the law.
In the last six months the Institute has work on a number of
projects, a few ofwhich [have listed below:

1. Problem Areas in Juvenile Justice and Sexual Offences
Jorthe Judiciary and Other Stakeholders in the
Western Region.

Ll

Inducion Course for Newly Appointed Professional
Muagistrates

3. WIPO Colloquium for the Judiciary on Intellectual Property
Rights

4. Seminaron Children’s Rights and Domestic Violence for
Trainee Career Magistrates

5. Mediation Training Seminar for Magistrates and Registrars
of the Six Automated Courts in the Three Northern Regions

We are certainly excited about the maiden edition of our newsletter
and we aim to make it very relevant io the needs of our readership, we
will therefore like to solicit feedback and contributions as to what
direction you will like to see the newsletter po for our mutual benefit.

We will like to use this opportunity to thank all those whose efforts
and commitment have made the publication of the maiden edition of
the“The Judiciary™ possible.

Special thanks go to Elizabeth Coyle our Canadian Intern who did
most of the legwork, research and put together the framework of the
newsletter that has culminated n this constructive informative
publication for our target readership. We will also like 10
acknowledge the contribution of (name of NGO) that so readily
provided the funding for this maiden edition,

Thank you to a great team for a job well started — Ayeekoo!
To our new found readers we simply ask that you look out for many
more editions of the *The Judieiary™
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